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The Nailhead News  

Directorôs Message ~ September  2013  

 

So I think I have told you before I get a lot of calls from people either looking for 

parts for Buicks or wanting to know what a car is worth. The best tool around to 

find that information is the Internet.  You could spend a lifetime finding 

information about any car ever built or any number of websites to find that 

elusive part to finish a restoration. The trickiest question I get is:  What is my car 

worth? Without seeing a car in person itΩs hard to tell what the value of a car is. Is 

it rare or built in low numbers? Probably not. Does it have sentimental value? 

Probably. The best website I have found that addresses collector car values is the 

Hagerty Insurance site. www.hagerty.com  They insure collector cars based on an 

agreed value so they have an interest in knowing what all sorts of old cars are 

going for. You just go to the website and type in what you have and based on 

condition (from junkyard to showroom) and they can show you what past 

examples have sold for. Pretty handy tool if you need to know "What's my car 

worth?" 

Keith Brumbley  

Director 

 

http://www.hagerty.com/


Minutes 8-14-13 

Members present:  David Yoast, Rebecca Kisling, Rich and April 

Kahnberg, Don and Lois Brooner, Mike Lightell, Stan Sollid, and Terry 

Eggleston.      

Guests:  None.       

Treasurer:  Rich reported on the bank balance.     

Minutes:  Approved. 

Newsletter:   The newsletter is now available on our club website under 

Members Only.  Just enter the password and you can read and/or print it.   

If anyone has photos of outings, or would like to write an article for the 

newsletter, please email them to Keith and Rebecca.   

Website:  Always something new on the website, so take a minute to 

check it out.       

Check out the website for news on upcoming events.  

Merchandise:  We have club t-shirts available for $15 and sweatshirts for 

$25.     

We sold two pins.   

Old Business:   

Our next club outing is August 24th.  We will go on a picnic at Lake 

Sonoma.  Please check your evite for all the details.  

Terry has received some information about the club logo license plate 

frames and toppers.  He showed us photos of some samples.  We agreed 

we liked the metal license plate frames best.  Terry will do some more 

research and report back to us.  Stan will email a better r esolution logo to 

Terry so he can show the vendors what we need.   



Stan and Gail are back from Hot August Nights.  Don and Lois attended 

also, but without showing a car.  Stan said there were 6000 cars entered 

this year.   

Members who attended the Penngrove car show reported a good time.  

The club was able to park together and use the EZ ups.  David suggested 

the club make a donation of $50 to the Penngrove Social Firemen to 

support their cause and help make park improvements.  David noted that 

most of our members did not purchase the chicken bbq, which is how the 

firemen raise their funds.  The motion was approved.  Rich will send out 

the donation check.   

A motion was made and approved to purchase a gift card of $50 for Jeff 

and Bruce as a small thank you for the wonderful bbq they had for us in 

Guerneville.  Suggestions were made as to the type of gift card.  Safeway 

was the one we decided on.   

Rich and April along with Don and Lois had a nice time at the Fortuna car 

show.  Don and Lois won 1st place in the stock 1955-59 class.  Lucky Lois 

also won $1549 on a slot machine at Bear River casino!   

There was a discussion about the upcoming progressive dinner.  We will 

meet at Kmart and caravan together to the first house.  Bring your Buic k, 

as Terry will be taking a group shot at Don and Loisôs house!  Weôll have 

appetizers at Don and Loisôs house, main course at Rich and Aprilôs and 

dessert at Terryôs.   

Please make sure to RSVP when you receive your evite to club events.  If 

for some reason you canôt respond on the evite site, please email your 

response to Rebecca at girlmetro@msn.com  A lot of effort is put into 

planning an outing (or two) for every month of the year, and we would 

appreciate your reply.   

New Business:     

Keith is not able to be here tonight.  He is visiting a friend in Michigan.  

mailto:girlmetro@msn.com


There was a discussion about the upcoming car show in Pinole.  There will 

be a special award for Best Buick, if enough Buicks show up.  After the car 

show, we will tra vel a couple miles to Gene and Lindaôs house for a bbq. 

Terry reported his VW is back on the road!  He is happy there are no leaks 

this time.   

Rich discussed the upcoming club calendar.  There are 15 members 

interested in having their car in the calendar , so we will make a 15 month 

calendar to accommodate them all.  Members should email high resolution 

photos of their car (no people!) with a nice background to Rich.  Stan will 

do some touch up photo shopping as necessary.  Terry is available to take 

photos of memberôs cars if they donôt have a decent one.   

Stan, Terry and Rich will meet next Tuesday at Maryôs Pizza to further 

discuss the calendar project.   

Mike reported that Bill Costello bought a new car.  It ôs a 2009 Jaguar.   

Rich said he sold his 1957 Corvette to a friend.  He is now rearranging his 

garage and setting up his table saw in the empty space.  

David informed those who didnôt know that Rebeccaôs mother passed 

away.  He made a motion to send a donation of $100 to Forgotten Fe lines 

of Sonoma County in her memory.  Motion was passed.  Rich will send out 

the donation.    

Upcoming Events:  

*Please note:  If you know of a car show, cruise in or swap meet, 

ple ase pass the info on to our editors so the rest of the club can 

benefit.  If you don ôt see it listed here, we don ôt know about it!   

Club Outings:  

August 24th (Saturday) is a picnic at Lake Sonoma, followed by a visit to 

Coppola winery to see a 1948 Tucker.   



September 8th (Sunday) is our club progressive dinner.  We will visit three 

membersô homes in Santa Rosa for appetizers, main course and dessert.   

October 12th (Saturday) is a trip to Sonoma.  We will visit Ed and Cynthia 

at their brand new home; take a trip to the Sonoma Airport to view the 

vintage aircraft and then lunch at a nearby restaurant.   

Car Shows:  

September 21st (Saturday) is the Billetproof Nor-Cal car show at the Contra 

Costa Fairgrounds in Antioch.  1964 and older.  www.billetproof.com  

September 22nd (Sunday) is the Pinole Fall Festival and Custom Car Show 

in Fernandez Park, Pinole.  All cars, trucks, motorcycles and imports 

welcome.   

October 13th (Sunday) is the 7th Annual Education Foundation Sonoma 

Mountain car show at Rogers Plaza in Rohnert Park.  www.efcrp.org 

July 23rd-26th, 2014  is the 42nd Annual BCA National Meet in Portland, 

Oregon.  www.buickclub.org 

Cruise Ins:   

Friday nights (May ïSeptember) 5-8 PM at Big Boys Buns and Burgers, 

Larkfield Shopping Center, Santa Rosa.  

2nd Saturday of the month (May-October) 2-5 PM at Straw Hat Pizza, 919 

Golf Course Dr, Rohnert Park. 

Last Sunday of the month (May - October) 12 Noon-3 PM at Fourth and 

Sea, 4th and C Streets, Petaluma.   

Swap Meets:  

Adjourned :  8:00 PM. 

Raffle:  50/50 of $ 15 won by April.    

 

http://www.billetproof.com/
http://www.efcrp.org/
http://www.buickclub.org/


BCR Outing August 2013 

 

We met at our regular meeting spot in the Kmart parking lot in Santa Rosa.  While 

waiting for everyone to arrive, we had several people driving by to check out the 

cars.  Even one potential member who has a Reatta!   

Attending were Rich and April with Neo, their 1966 Riviera, Terry with his 1960 

VW named Red Baron, David and Rebecca with Pearl, their 1957 Special, Gene 

and Linda with their 1955 Special, and Jeff and Bruce with their 1970 Skylark. 

 After everyone arrived, we caravanned up to Lake Sonoma.  The recreation area 

was closed for the weekend due to a scouting event.  The scout leaders graciously 

allowed us to have our picnic away from the activities.   

We had a nice picnic lunch and everyone brought items to share.  The weather 

was good and we enjoyed relaxing and chatting with our friends.  For dessert, we 

were lucky to eat the WorldΩs Best Carrot Cake made for us by Linda!  It was so 

yummy.   

We had our club photographer, Terry, on hand to take some nice photos of our 

cars.  What did we ever do without him?  We are grateful for his skill and talent. 

After the picnic and photo session, some of us went a little farther north to 

Francis Ford CoppolaΩs winery to take a look at the Tucker he has on display.  It 

was a very nice day shared with a great group of people.     

 

 

 

Photos by:  Terry Eggleston and Rebecca Kisling.   

 



 

A dinosaur stopped by Kmart on the way to Burning Man.  She liked our Buicks! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Hot August Nights 2013: 

The Cream of the Crop 
 

As all of you know, Stan and Gail have a beautiful 1949 Buick Roadmaster named 
Liz.  They took her up to Reno for Hot August Nights.  She was chosen to be a 
finalist for the very first Barrett Jackson award at HAN.  She was one of 45 cars 
chosen to compete for the top five.  This was the cream of the crop among the 
6000 cars that attended.  Liz came away with the biggest and prettiest ribbon 
weΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΗ  {ǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ Dŀƛƭ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
of you!   

 
 



 

 



¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ hƴƭȅ .ǳƛŎƪ-Powered Buick Funny Car 

Hot Rod Homecoming 2013 

By Elana Scherr 

Hot Rod Magazine March 2013 

 

There are some unusual racecars here.  Twin engine machines, rally  Mercurys, 

and diesel-powered muscle cars are all rather rare sightings, but the Skylark funny 

ŎŀǊ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ [ƛǇƻǊƛ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƴŀΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ά²ŀƛǘΣ ǿƘŀǘΚΗέ 

moments as you pass it in the aisle. 

 John says the car was built by his father, Jerry Lipori, in Brooklyn back in 1967.  
tŀǇŀ [ƛǇƻǊƛΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜΣ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀ .ǳƛŎƪ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ 
the funny car madness, the guys thought a Buick flopper would be just the ticket 
to boost sales.  The mold was made off a complete Skylark from the dealer show 
floor, you can even see the part numbers in the turn signal lights.  Normally, a 
body would be smoothed and filled before a mold is made, so the little details like 
an imprint of the front of the car inside the fiberglass body make this very unique.  
As a former moldmaker, I can only say, wow that must have been a heck of a job 
to get out of the mold.   

Still, they did it, and made two bodies.  One was hemi powered and eventually 
crashed, but this one survived.  Even more surprising, its Buick big-block powered.  
The engine is a blown Buick 430, and with lots of custom internals, it ran a best of 
7.91 @ 191 mph.   

Besides being cool and strange, the dealers group car is a really good example of 
ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ōƛƎ ŘǊŀƎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΨслΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳǎ 
spring up all over the country racing the cars that were important to them.   

For more info on the IngénueΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǎƛǘŜΥ .ǳƛŎƪŦǳƴƴȅŎŀǊΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ grab your 
back issues of Hot Rod and look for the August 2010 story on the car.   

 



 

http://blogs.hotrod.com/the-worlds-only-buick-powered-buick-funny-car-hot-rod-homecoming-2013-49869.html/hot-rod-homecoming-2013-508/


 

 

http://blogs.hotrod.com/the-worlds-only-buick-powered-buick-funny-car-hot-rod-homecoming-2013-49869.html/hot-rod-homecoming-2013-511/


 

 

http://blogs.hotrod.com/the-worlds-only-buick-powered-buick-funny-car-hot-rod-homecoming-2013-49869.html/hot-rod-homecoming-2013-514/
http://blogs.hotrod.com/the-worlds-only-buick-powered-buick-funny-car-hot-rod-homecoming-2013-49869.html/hot-rod-homecoming-2013-512/


 

Bill SmithΩs Museum of American Speed 

By Wayne Metz 

 

Speedy Bill Smith started selling parts from his pick up truck in 1938, going from 
town to town.  He manufactured speed parts, then got into his truck and went 
and sold them.  Today, he has several buildings in Lincoln where he still 
manufactures parts and sells them on the inter net.  He also has a Museum that is 
3 stories high filled with all kinds of cars, race cars, pedal cars, collector cars plus 
taxi cabs, lunch pails and other memorabilia. 

 It is a pleasure to view his collection and is very impressive.   I believe his 
collection in the museum covers about 300,000 sq feet, much bigger than the 
Black Hawk Museum.  He has another one or two buildings containing cars and 
memorabilia, some restored, others being restored. 

 If you ever get to Lincoln, put Speedy Bill Smith's Museum in your Bucket List. 

 

 

 

http://www.museumofamericanspeed.com/default.dlp


  

BillΩs Flagship Pedal Car.  Enclosed in glass. 



 

Buick pedal car 



 

 



 

Gail with some of Bill SmithΩs 4500 pedal cars 

 



 

Speedy Bill found this fancy pedal car in the attic of an estate sale.  It is in very 

good condition.  The next picture is of the little boy who owned it in the 1920Ωs.  

He came into BillΩs museum, saw the car, and came back with a picture of him 

with his pedal car from many years ago.     

 

 



 

 

 

 



1914 Buick Cycle Car 

www.conceptcarz.com 

 

This experimental vehicle was designed for Buick by Walter L. Marr and built in 
1914 in Flint, Michigan. It has a 4-cylinder side-valve engine mounted on a 100-
inch wheelbase frame which utilizes elliptic springs front and rear. 
 
The car was given to Walter Marr after Buick decided it was too costly to produce 
and would not be a production vehicle. It remained in the family, being passed 
down to son Walter D. Marr, who restored the car in 1946, and then given to his 
grandson, Richard Marr. 

 

A Generational Ride  

www.maryanndesantiz.com 

Heads turn when Richard Marr occasionally drives his unique automobile through 
his Ocala Palms neighborhood.  The 1914 cycle car is more than just a collectible, 
though. ItΩs all about keeping family history alive. 

At a recent classic car show in The Villages, the crowd around a small two-seat 
auto was so deep that it was nearly impossible to find the owner, Richard Marr.  
His derby hat and warm smile gave him away as he climbed behind the wheel of a 
1914 Buick άlightέ car designed by his late grandfather, Walter L. Marr, who was 
the chief engineer for Buick from 1904 to 1918. 

From a distance, the narrow vehicle looked like an elongated golf cart.  Up close, 
however, bystanders knew the tan convertible was something really special.  The 
one-of-a-kind car is a priceless heirloom to the Marr family. 

άMy grandfather designed it as an experimental cycleτor lightτcar for Buick,έ 
says Richard.  άHe drew the original plan on a napkin around 1912, with details 
that were unbelievable.  It looked like a finished drawing.έ 

http://www.conceptcarz.com/
http://www.maryanndesantiz.com/


Intended for the European market where the streets were narrow, the cycle car 
has a 100-inch wheel base and weighs only 600 pounds.  In the early 20th century, 
it was not unusual for cars to get stuck in buggy tracks.  Two people could easily 
pick up the cycle car and move it to solid ground.  The lone passenger seat was 
directly behind the driver, and than may have been its undoing as automotive 
manufacturers were moving toward mass production. 

άBuick decided not to continue building the car because it was more economical 
to build a four-passenger car than a two-seater,έ explains Richard.  άThe car, 
which Buick called ΨWalterΩs BabyΩ, was returned to my grandfather.έ 

The car had many firsts, according to Richard.  It was the first to have a curved 
radiator, a slip transmission, an electric starter, and a very unique telescoping 
steering wheel. 

άI would not be able to get in and out of the car if the steering wheel didnΩt move 
in and out,έ says Richard.  άGeneral Motors brought those steering wheels back 
briefly in the 1960s.έ 

The car eventually was passed down to RichardΩs father, Walter D. Marr, who 
restored it in 1946.  Richard remembers riding in the car as a youngster and as a 
young man.  He also has fond memories of his grandfather. 

άWhen he would pick me up, IΩd pull his goatee and heΩd stick out his tongue,έ 
Richard remembers with a smile.  άHe was very soft-spoken and very loving to all 
his grandchildren.έ 

Along with eventually inheriting the car from his father, Richard also is the keeper 
of many of the family memories and legends about his grandfather, who 
partnered with David Dunbar Buick at the turn of the 20th century to build valve-
in-head engines.  Their engine design was considered superior to the conventional 
L-or T-head engines of the time. 

BuickΩs Amazing Engineer, a 2007 book by the late noted automotive historian 
Bev Kimes, describes Walter Marr as a brilliant and innovative engineer whose 
άcontributions made the Buick one of AmericaΩs most desirable automobiles in 
the early part of the 20th century.έ  



Even before he became BuickΩs chief engineer, Walter Marr was a tinkerer.  His 
grandson still has a carburetor built by the W.L. Marr Company in 1902.  Walter 
Marr also created the Marr Auto-Car Company in 1903-04.  A Friday, the 13th, fire 
wiped out the Marr-Auto Car factory but one car survived.  Years later, the Ford 
Museum acquired the unusual auto, believing it to be a Ford.  However, as they 
started the restoration they realized it was a Marr-Auto Car.  The vehicle 
eventually came back into the family and a cousin of RichardΩs now owns it.   

άWhen my grandfather had an idea- whether it was a car, plane, or a part- he 
would sketch what he wanted it to look like on a piece of paper and then give it to 
his draftsman,έ says Richard.  άHe was a perfectionist, too.  Every detail had to be 
just right.έ 

Although the Marrs originally hailed from Michigan, Richard describes his 
grandfather as a άtrue Southern gentleman.έ  Illness forced Walter Marr to retire 
to a warmer climate and he chose Signal Mountain, near Chattanooga.  His 
custom-built home, ΨMarrcrest,Ω has stayed in the family since the elder MarrΩs 
death in 1941.  Richard says it was not unusual for the Buick Corporation to ship 
cars down to him when they couldnΩt figure out what was wrong.   

άToday, heΩd be called a consultant,έ says Sue Marr, who has been married to 
Richard for 54 years.  The couple grew up in automotive families, and her 
grandfather actually worked for Walter Marr at Buick.   

άCars are the thread that runs through our family,έ she said. 

Indeed that thread will continue as the antique car will stay in the family for quite 
awhile.  The coupleΩs youngest son, Peter, is next in line to get it.  According to his 
parents, Peter inherited his great-grandfatherΩs engineering talent and keeps the 
car running smoothly.   

But for now, Richard and Sue still enjoy driving the diminutive automobile in 
Ocala PalmsΩ Christmas and July 4th parades.  Although they participated in GMΩs 
100th anniversary parade in 2008 in Flint, the Marrs usually stick to classic car 
shows closer to home. 

άI trust the car, but I donΩt trust other drivers,έ says Richard, whose regular means 
of transportation is still a Buick. 



A former corporate yacht captain and horse trainer, Richard spends much of his 
time in his home woodworking shop.  He is a noted wood turner whose unique 
pieces sell around the country.  Although his medium is wood as opposed to 
metal, Sue says her husband shows the same attention to detail and perfection 
that his grandfather did. 

άThose traits didnΩt fall far from the tree,έ she says with a smile.  

 

 

 

 

Walter L. Marr 

 



 

Richard Marr 

 

 

http://www.maryanndesantis.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Mr-Marr.jpg
http://www.maryanndesantis.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/emblem-marr.jpg


 

 

http://www.maryanndesantis.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Marr-006.jpg


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



!ƭ /ŀǇƻƴŜΩǎ /ŀǊ 

Submitted by Terry Eggleston 

  

Hours after Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the Secret Service found 

themselves in a bind. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his infamy 

speech to Congress the next day, and although the trip from the White House to 

Capitol Hill was ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƳ ǎŀŦŜƭȅΦ  

At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying any cars that cost more than $750, so 

they would have to get clearance from Congress to do that, and nobody had time 

for that.  

One of the Secret Service members, however, discovered that the US Treasury 

had seized the bulletproof car that mobster Al Capone owned when he was sent 

to jail in 1931. They cleaned it, made sure it was running fine and had it ready for 

the President the day after. 

And run properly it did. Capone's car was a sight to behold. It had been painted 

ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ 

had a specially installed siren and flashing lights hidden behind the grille, along 

with a police scanneǊ ǊŀŘƛƻΦ ¢ƻ ǘƻǇ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊΩǎ мфну /ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ опм! ¢ƻǿƴ 

Sedan had 3,000 pounds of armor and inch-thick bulletproof windows. Mechanics 

are said to have cleaned and checked each feature of the Caddy well into the 

night of December 7th, to make sure that it would run properly the next day for 

the Commander in Chief.  

The car was sold at an auction price of $341,000 in 2012. 



 

 

 


