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The Nailhead News 

Director’s Message ~ November 2014 

 

I was watching my favorite TV show the other night, of course it had to do with classic cars. It’s 
called Chasing Classic Cars and it’s about this shop in Connecticut that restores and sells classic 
cars of all types from American to exotic foreign cars. The other night the episode was about a 
gentleman named John Fitch, who was an interesting character. He was a fighter pilot in WWII 
and then became a successful race car driver driving for the factory Mercedes Benz team in 
the fifties. He also was an inventor who came up with the idea of a safer crash barrier after 
seeing and being some serious wrecks in his racing career. You might be familiar with those big 
plastic barrels filled with sand on freeway off ramps; that was one of his inventions. Anyway 
he had designed and built his custom body sports car with a Corvair engine in it which he 
drove frequently. He recently passed away and his family contacted the Chasing Classic Car 
shop to get it running so they could sell it at auction. It was a really neat looking sports car and 
with the history of the owner it went for pretty good sum. The new owner said that he was 
thrilled to own it but he was just a caretaker for the next generation. I think that is so true 
when you own a classic car, the time and effort it takes to restore one is really a gift for future 
generations so they can experience a little bit of the past.  

Keith Brumbley, Director 

 

 



Minutes 10-8-14 

Members present:  David Yoast, Rebecca Kisling, Don and Lois Brooner, Rich and 

April Kahnberg, Mike Lightell and Terry Eggleston.     

Guests:  None.       

Treasurer:  Rich reported on the bank balance.  Rich also said he would send an 

email out to remind members to pay their dues.        

Minutes:  Approved. 

Newsletter:  The newsletter is now available on our club website under Members 

Only.  Just enter the password and you can read and/or print it. 

If anyone has photos of outings, or would like to write an article for the newsletter, 

please email them to Keith and Rebecca. 

Thanks to Terry for writing two articles for the newsletter!   

Website:  Always something new on the website, so take a minute to check it out.       

Check out the website for news on upcoming events. 

Terry said he’s updated the website with photos of our last event.       

Merchandise:  We have club t-shirts available for $15 and sweatshirts for $25.     

Our pin ad in The Bugle needs to be updated.  We are out of some pins and cannot re-

order them.  We need Stan’s help and expertise to revise the ad.  We’d also like 

to add in our club t-shirts for sale.   

Old Business:   

Please make sure to RSVP when you receive your evite to club events.  If for some 

reason you can’t respond on the evite site, please email your response to Rebecca at 

girlmetro@msn.com  A lot of effort is put into planning an outing (or two) for every 

month of the year, and we would appreciate your reply.  

Remember to keep your BCA membership current so you can remain members of our 

BCR chapter.  This is a requirement of the BCA.   

Don had a birthday and is now 70 years old.  Happy Birthday Don!   

mailto:girlmetro@msn.com


Don and Lois brought their judging scorecard from Portland.  They were marked down 

for a variety of things, some of which were having a crazed steering wheel, no jack, a 

non –Delco battery, modern AC hoses and the wrong radiator cap.  The score card can 

be used as a guide to make corrections to your vehicle for a future national meet.  Don 

said they did not plan on attending another national meet.     

Our club outing to Jeff and Bruce’s place in Guerneville was great.  They are very 

gracious hosts and we thank them for a wonderful picnic.   

Don and Los attended the Rip City Riders car and motorcycle show in Petaluma.  They 

said it was very hot.  Mike also attended.   

Rich said his knee is doing well.   

Last month’s mystery tour led by Terry was fun.  We ended up at The Jaded Toad in 

Windsor after Terry took us on a scenic route.  Thanks Terry for planning the outing!   

  

New Business:     

Mystery Tour #3 will be led by David and Rebecca on Sat. October 25th.  Details in 

your evite.   

Bill Costello is having hip replacement surgery today.  We wish him a speedy recovery.   

The club Christmas party will be Saturday, December 13th at Rich and April’s house in 

Santa Rosa.  April would like members to bring either an appetizer or a dessert.  Terry 

will have a revolving slide show of photos from our club outings this year.  Start 

shopping now for your pirate gift!   

Terry reported he got a new fuel pump for Ruby, his 1954 Buick.  He ordered it from 

Kanter.  After an autopsy on the old fuel pump, it was discovered the pressure relief 

valve as not operating properly.  Ruby is now cured and running beautifully!   

Don won a nice jackpot of $1328 at River Rock casino.  He was playing a penny 

machine!   

April suggested that the monthly bonus mystery tour outing can be the only outing of 

the month if we don’t have anything else planned.   

Please be prepared to order something from Round Table when you come to the 

meetings.  If you don’t like their pizza, please note that they have more to offer than 



pizza, including appetizers, pasta, sandwiches, salads, soup and beverages.  You can 

view their menu at www.roundtablepizza.com   

 

Upcoming Events: 

*Please note:  If you know of a car show, cruise in or swap meet, please 

pass the info on to our editors so the rest of the club can benefit.  If you 

don’t see it listed here, we don’t know about it!   

Club Outings:  

October 25th (Saturday) is the Mystery Tour #3.   

December 13th (Saturday) is our club Christmas party.   

Details on your evite!   

 

Car Shows:  

Cruise Ins:  

Swap Meets:  

January 24th & 25th (Saturday and Sunday) will be the Turlock Swap Meet at the 

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds. 

February 1, 2015 (Sunday) will be the Capitol Chapter Swap Meet.  See flyer later in 

this newsletter.     

 

Adjourned:  8:02 PM. 

Raffle:  50/50 of $13 won by Don, and ticket was picked by Lois!          

 

 

 

 

http://www.roundtablepizza.com/


 

Important Reminder: 

Don’t forget we all need to order something from Round Table to 

continue to use their meeting room for free!   

 

 

 



BCR Outing October 2014 

Mystery Outing #3 

Our club bonus mystery outing for October was hosted by David Yoast and Rebecca Kisling, 
who despite many inquires managed to keep our destination a secret. The day finally dawned 
to some threatening weather but we had a quite a large turnout for a quick drive down to 
Petaluma to enjoy a lunch at Old Chicago Pizza. David and Rebecca drove Pearl with her new 
exhaust system and she was purring like a kitten.  She only got rained on a little bit, but didn’t 
mind because she had a new coat of Rain-X on her windshield.  Everyone else brought their 
daily drivers.  Gene and Linda met us at the restaurant and we all had a good time visiting with 
one another and eating great pizza.  We had 11 members present and several of them had 
never been to Old Chicago Pizza.  Rich and April said they hadn’t been there in about 10 years.  
Jeff used to live in Petaluma, but had never been.  It was a nice afternoon and a big thanks to 
David and Rebecca for planning the outing.     

Keith Brumbley Director  

 

Some History about Old Chicago Pizza 

 

Old Chicago Pizza was established in 1978 in the Historic Lanmart Building, downtown 
Petaluma.   

Aside from the pizza, you might be interested in knowing that the dining room was at one time 
the parlor for a house of ill-repute. The ladies would entice their clients from the large 
windows, and after the choice was made, retire to one of the eight doors which you can see 
down the hall. 
 
This building was constructed in 1876 in honor of the nation's birthday. You can see a bricked-
in doorway on the south wall. This was a door connecting to the Cosmopolitan Hotel, now a 
parking lot. This lot is best known as the scene of the "Tie-the-chain-to-the cop's-axle" stunt in 
the movie American Graffiti 

 

Photos by Terry Eggleston  
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Rough Gems, Brought to a Fine Polish 

By David Shaftel 

 OCT. 10, 2014 

www.nytimes.com 

 

ALLENTOWN, PA. — Keith Flickinger likes to say that he grew up in the Allentown of the 1982 
Billy Joel song, the one where all the factories were closing down. 

It’s a curious turn, then, that today Mr. Flickinger is supervising the construction of one 
prominent indicator of the area’s resurgence: a compound to house a vast collection of classic 
cars belonging to Nicola Bulgari, the Italian jewelry magnate.   

Mr. Flickinger, who describes himself modestly as a “Pennsylvania Dutch kid,” is the curator 
and chief restorer of the Bulgari collection, which emphasizes American marques from the late 
1920s to the early 1940s. In contrast to the prestigious luxury models and European sports 
cars that tend to fill the garages of wealthy collectors, the cars that Mr. Bulgari focuses on are 
the workaday models intended for the middle class. 

Many are from defunct brands like Hudson, Nash and Graham. About 125 cars are kept in 
Allentown, where there are seven warehouse buildings; another 85 or so — including the 
faster cars — are in Rome, where Mr. Bulgari lives, and are flown to Allentown when repairs 
are needed. 

Why is all of this in Allentown? “Because of me,” Mr. Flickinger said. 

The men met in 1995, when a collector based in Allentown recommended Mr. Flickinger’s 
restoration shop, Precision Motor Cars, to Mr. Bulgari for repairs to a 1942 Buick woody 
wagon that had been damaged at Mr. Bulgari’s New York estate. 

“I did the work and he added a whole pile of other restoration work on top of that,” Mr. 
Flickinger recalled. “I finished the job and he asked me to take care of his cars worldwide.” 

That was a major change for the owner of a small shop. “I used to have 501 customers,” he 
said. “Now I have just one.” 

What followed was an unlikely bromance between the globe-trotting Italian billionaire — vice 
chairman of the company that carries his family name and No. 1,401 on the Forbes list of 
wealthiest people — and the son of a Mack Truck factory worker. Mr. Flickinger said that 

http://www.nytimes.com/


before he met Mr. Bulgari, he might, “on a good year,” get as far from Pennsylvania as Virginia 
Beach. 

On a recent visit, Mr. Flickinger, dressed for work in jeans, an untucked polo shirt and one of 
the baseball caps he is rarely seen without, said he had just returned from a trip that included 
shuttling the Nascar driver Jimmie Johnson around Rome in a 1938 Cadillac Sixteen Town Car 
that had been in Pope Pius XII’s motor pool. 

Mr. Bulgari said he remembered seeing American cars in the Vatican motorcades when he was 
a boy. 

“I was salivating when I saw them,” he said. “I thought, ‘One day they are going to get rid of 
these,’ and I told them to call me if they did.” 

On his trip, Mr. Flickinger also made a stop at the Den Hartogh Ford Museum in the 
Netherlands, continuing with a flight to Portland, Ore., to select the winner of the Nicola 
Bulgari Spirit of Buick award at the annual meet of the Buick Club of America. 

Even after nearly 20 years of similar automotive adventures, Mr. Flickinger, 53, still sounded 
enthusiastic. “It was phenomenal, dude,” he said of the trip. 

Despite their different backgrounds, Mr. Bulgari and Mr. Flickinger are actually quite similar, 
said Mark Lizewskie, executive director of the Antique Automobile Club of America Museum in 
Hershey, Pa., where Mr. Bulgari has exhibited cars.   

“They’re both high energy,” he said. “They’re always in the middle of some auto-related 
project or traveling on some auto-related trip. I’m not sure when either of them sleep. 

“Keith isn’t an employee of Nicola’s. They’re two good friends that share a common cause.” 

Besides the seven warehouses, four of which hold restoration shops, the 21-acre Allentown 
compound includes the grounds of a derelict drive-in movie theater, where Mr. Bulgari is 
building a track and a 24,000-square-foot Italian-themed stone barn for charity events and 
collector meets. 

The drive-in’s screen will be restored for Mr. Bulgari to show his beloved black-and-white 
movies, which he likes to scout for classic cars. In the collection, Mr. Bulgari said, is the 1929 
GMC taxi from “It’s a Wonderful Life” and Bette Davis’s 1940 Buick woody, which appeared in 
some of her movies including “Now, Voyager,” and in the James Cagney film “White Heat.” 

Mr. Bulgari, 73, makes about six trips a year to Allentown, where he has a glass-walled studio 
apartment overlooking the floor of the warehouse that holds the jewels of the cars in 
Pennsylvania.   

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/01/automobiles/collectibles/01COLLECT.html


“When he comes, it’s a driving explosion, and when he’s not here I talk to him twice a day, 
every day,” Mr. Flickinger said. 

On a recent visit, Mr. Flickinger said, Mr. Bulgari and the collection’s employees chose cars and 
drove to Baltimore to see a movie. All of the cars are licensed and ready to drive, he said. 

“We enjoy these cars every day,” Mr. Bulgari said in a telephone interview. “Some collectors 
don’t even know where the ignition key is.” 

Mr. Bulgari said he was enchanted by the American cars that were common in Italy before 
World War II as well as those driven by the American officers who stayed on after the war. 

“Italy made wonderful sports cars,” Mr. Bulgari said, but other than that, “all we had was 
rickety little cars. If you wanted cars that were reliable and inexpensive, you got an American 
car.” 

Mr. Bulgari bristled, though, at the suggestion that his cars were merely a collection. He 
prefers to think of his mission as one of historical preservation.   

The garages are full of what Mr. Flickinger calls “everyday-man cars.” Besides Buicks, for which 
he has an affinity, Mr. Bulgari is passionate about orphan brands. “I’m trying to preserve these 
incredible brands that were very famous and were very important to the evolution of the 
automotive industry, but are almost lost,” he said. “People tend to collect too few brands, like 
Fords and Duesenbergs, but what about the rest?” 

On a recent visit, a Tucker belonging to the museum in Hershey was getting a pro bono 
tuneup, but Mr. Bulgari said he was not interested in acquiring one. 

“Everybody wants a Tucker,” he said. “I don’t care. Let the museums have them. I’m doing a 
different thing.” 

Martyn Schorr, Mr. Bulgari’s former publicist and a onetime Buick spokesman, said that Mr. 
Bulgari had found sanctuary and anonymity in Allentown, away from the highbrow scene 
surrounding elite car shows like the Pebble Beach Concours d'Élégance. The compound, he 
said, “isn’t for Pebble Beach cars and it isn’t for Pebble Beach people. It’ll be for Nicola and his 
friends, and Keith will keep on turning out cars for them to drive.” 

The American cars, Mr. Schorr said, are sent to Allentown because Italian mechanics have no 
experience with them. 

“Nicola has a person he can trust to find cars, buy them and restore them,” he said. “Nicola 
knows he has someone who at a moment’s notice will pick up a car and drive it to Pluto if 
need be.” 



When Mr. Bulgari wants to acquire a car, Mr. Flickinger is dispatched to see if it is worth 
saving. “Keith is like a magician, the way he analyzes a car,” Mr. Bulgari said. “He has a nose 
for it. It’s an art.” 

“I’ve chased cars for him for years,” Mr. Flickinger said. 

For example, consider the Nash that Mr. Bulgari found in Portsmouth, England. “When I got 
there, the whole car was Bondo,” he said, referring to the abundance of body repair filler. “It 
was a mess, but it was the only 6-cylinder 1940 Nash convertible left in the world.” 

Mr. Bulgari wanted it, but Mr. Flickinger thought it was too expensive. “I’ll keep an eye on it,” 
Mr. Flickinger told him. 

The car changed ownership a few times, finally landing with a collector in Virginia. Mr. 
Flickinger asked to borrow it as a guide for another Nash he was restoring, all the while making 
offers to buy it at a more reasonable price. 

“I knew the car was never going home,” he said, “and it didn’t.” 

On another occasion, Mr. Flickinger went to Bologna to look at a 1937 Packard Twelve export 
model — its speedometer was in kilometers, among other European flourishes. It had been 
owned by a harness-racing track in Tuscany, where its rumble seat and rear deck were 
removed to accommodate the gate system that held the horses at the starting line. When the 
track closed, the Packard sat derelict in a horse barn. In Allentown, Mr. Flickinger fabricated a 
complete new back end.   

“If Mr. Bulgari wants something there’s a lot of, we’re not going to take one that looks like it 
came off the deck of the Titanic and redo it,” he said. We’ll find a really nice one. But this one 
was so rare, and had so much history.” 

More than anything, though, Mr. Bulgari and Mr. Flickinger want cars that don’t need 
complicated restorations like the 1942 Oldsmobile B-44 Sedanette that Mr. Flickinger spotted 
under a heap of debris in a Scranton, Pa., storefront. 

“I wasn’t sure if it was a whole car under there or just a fender,” he said. 

It turned out to be one of the last cars off the Olds assembly line before the war and is one of 
only two known remaining examples of that model, Mr. Flickinger said. The car still has its 
wartime gas ration sticker on the windshield; its angled B-44 badge on the grille pays homage 
to the fighter planes Olds would soon be making guns for. 

“All we had to do was repaint it and redo some of the chrome,” he said. “It’s got some patina, 
but that’s part of the life of the car.” 



Nearby sat a pristine 1941 Buick Special Sedanette with only 6,000 miles on it. 

“It’s all original,” Mr. Flickinger said as he stuck his head through the open window and took a 
hearty whiff of the car’s interior. 

“Smell it,” he said. “It’s even got that old car smell!” 

Correction: October 19, 2014  

An article last Sunday about Nicola Bulgari’s automobile collection referred incorrectly to a 
1949 movie in which one of his cars appeared. Although a 1940 Buick woody associated with 
Bette Davis was used in “White Heat,” she was not in the movie.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1966 Chevrolet Corvair Fitch Phoenix  
www.conceptcarz.com 

 

 
Just as Ferry Porsche envisioned a sports car based on the Volkswagen, John Fitch envisioned 

one based on a Corvair. The result was the beautiful and nimble Fitch Phoenix. The Phoenix 

was built on a 95-inch wheelbase (13 inches shorter than a stock Corvair's), with an overall 

length of 174 inches. The elegant steel-bodied roadster weighed in at only 1,950 pounds, 

allowing the 170-hp Weber-carbureted Corvair engine to propel the car from zero-to-sixty 

mph in 7.5 seconds. Top speed was estimated to be in excess of 130 mph. The acceleration 

and top speed capabilities of the Phoenix were matched by an upgraded braking system, with 

Girling discs at the front and stock Corvair drums on the rear. Staggered wheels (175R/14 in 

front and 185R/14 in rear) further enhanced performance. Although the fender humps are a 

key design element, they also provided a place to stow the spare tires. For those who weren't 

concerned about flat tires, the humps were a delete option. Despite critical acclaim, General 

Motors' decision to cease production of the Corvair scuttled hopes of Phoenix production, 

since there would no longer be a source of engines and parts. This prototype is the sole 

example.   

 

Given the bowtie badge on its nose, the Chevrolet Corvair was a surprisingly un-American car. 

Chevy, which had for so long specialized in hulking Detroit iron and big V8's, decided to gain 

entry into an opening compact car market with the Corvair. The idea of a small, economical car 

was still relatively new to American manufacturers, so Chevy looked to the overseas experts 

when seeking inspiration for the Corvair.  

 

An important influence on the Corvair was the Volkswagen Beetle. One of the least American 

cars on the face of the Earth, the Volkswagen was great at its job. Tidy and efficient, it helped 

put many people on wheels for the first time and provided a reliable and economical form of 

transportation for the masses. It was the ideal compact car benchmark.  

 

As Chevy's small car, the Corvair featured an air-cooled engine mounted behind the rear axle. 

Chevrolet reasoned that, as such a design had worked so well for Volkswagen, the Corvair 

would be able to soundly tackle any competition. Much was overlooked, though, and the high 

weight of the Corvair's flat six behind the rear wheels led to very shaky handling. The cars 

http://www.conceptcarz.com/


become notorious for their tricky antics and were declared thoroughly unsafe by the motoring 

press. 

Such problems did not deter John Cooper Fitch, who saw potential in the Corvair's basic 

design. As a P-51 fighter pilot during World War II and a successful racing driver for both 

Mercedes-Benz and Cunningham, Fitch had plenty of experience with riskier maneuvers than a 

Corvair's handling limits. Fitch introduced a Sprint package for the Corvair that helped turn the 

little deathtraps into finer handling cars with a sporting edge. Corvair Sprints had tighter 

steering ratios and increased power from a modified flat six with a quartet of carburetors. 

Most importantly, they had a revised rear suspension that, coupled with radial tires, gave far 

superior handling over a stock Corvair. 

 

Fitch opened up his own company, called John Fitch and Co., to install the Sprint kits. The 

installation facility was located at what had previously been a Chrysler dealer in Falls Village, 

Connecticut.  

 

After developing the Sprint kits, the Fitch Company decided to work towards the creation of a 

more exotic car built on the platform of a Corvair Sprint. Called the Phoenix, it was to have a 

racy body over a shortened platform. The idea of an air-cooled, rear-engined sports car was 

hardly an American concept, and the Phoenix was assembled by Intermeccanica. Built in Italy 

for a company in America and with a hearty number of ideas borrowed from a couple of 

German auto makers, the Phoenix was set to be a real world car with international influences. 

Fitch ran into pre-production uncertainty, though, and the cross-cultural collaboration never 

amounted to anything but a single prototype. 

 

The root of Fitch's uncertainty was the passage of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle 

Safety Act. The law was put into action in 1966, and Fitch was worried about how the new 

regulations would affect the final design of the Phoenix. There was great irony in Fitch's 

worries about the new Safety Act, as the Phoenix had been designed to keep passengers safe 

even before the law was introduced. The Phoenix featured an energy-absorbing crush zone to 

reduce the risk of injury in a collision, and its targa top design incorporated a functional roll 

bar. 

 

Beyond the Safety Act's passing, Fitch was also worried about the future of the Corvair. 

Chevrolet had decided to cease any further development of its small car, and the company 

was preparing to end production in the foreseeable future. As Phoenix production would 



necessitate an accessible supply of new Corvair components, the bleak future of the Corvair 

made it clear that producing the Phoenix would be risky.  

 

Had the Phoenix made it to production, it likely would have been a success. The 500 units 

planned for sale should have had no problem selling, as 100 orders had already been placed 

before production had begun. With a sub-2000lbs weight and a 170hp Weber-fed engine, 

performance would have lived up to the highest expectations. Even the styling would have 

found plenty of fans. Though strangely proportioned, the Phoenix looked special. Its frontal 

features and roofline were similar to the C3 Corvette (the final iteration of the Stingray 

theme), and its low 45-inch height helped give the appearance of a fast and sporty car.  

 

One of the design's most unusual features, a single hump behind each front fender was 

incorporated into the body. Beneath these humps were the car's twin spare tires. Two were 

deemed necessary as the Phoenix used a staggered tire setup with 175mm-wide units at front 

and 185mm rubber out back. The staggered arrangement emphasized the car's performance 

potential, as did the Girling disc brakes used on the front of the car. With a top speed of over 

130mph, the Phoenix was designed to be quick and capable.  

 

While it's unfortunate that the Phoenix never reached production, it's comforting to know that 

the prototype is still a functional car. The one and only example is still owned and driven to 

shows by John Fitch himself. Wherever the Phoenix goes, it reminds that even a flawed 

platform can be reworked to greatness by a bright and enthusiastic mind. 

Editor’s Note: 

The Rest of the Story 

Thanks to the concerted efforts of Wayne Carini (Velocity’s “Chasing Classic Cars”), journalist 

Don Klein, and the Fitch Family, the late John Fitch’s pride and joy – the one and only Fitch 

Phoenix — went to the Bonham’s auction at the Greenwich Concours Sunday, June 1.  Given 

appropriate display space just feet from the auction stage, the Phoenix was the center of 

attention. After bidders went back and forth, at 2:42 p.m. the gavel came down on its sale to 

Mr. Charles Mallory of Greenwich.  A collector with eclectic tastes, Mr. Mallory was not there 

to simply add to his stable: “This was by far my most emotional purchase,” Mallory said shortly 

afterward. “I loved John, I love Lime Rock, I really feel the Phoenix belongs in Connecticut. I’m 

very happy for not just me, but everyone who understands what this is about.”  The Phoenix 

went for $230,000.   

http://www.bonhams.com/#/
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20140528/CARNEWS01/140529825
http://www.autoweek.com/article/20140528/CARNEWS01/140529825
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Old Car City U.S.A. is Full of Abandoned Muscle Cars and Classics 
 

 

by Elana Scherr on October 14, 2014 

www.hotrod.com 

 

Thousands of Abandoned Cars in the Forest, and You Can See Them! 

 

You’ve probably seen images from this place before. Big finned Cadillacs sinking slowly in the 

loam, a ’67 GTO peering out from waist-high weeds, vines curling around the mirrors and in 

and out of hood scoops, pre-safety glass windshields starred and fogged from decades of quiet 

resting in the woods. There are more than six miles of trails in and around the Georgia forest 

land that houses these picturesque scenes of abandonment, and the owner of it all, Dean 

Lewis, knows exactly how striking it is. 

There is a sign on the fence that reads “CARS, ART, NATURE, HISTORY.” That sums up Dean’s 

approach to his 34-acre vintage car scrapyard pretty well. Actually, calling it a scrapyard might 

lead to the wrong impression; maybe “adventure land” would be better. Dean calls it 

“Photographers Paradise,” and that works too, although you don’t have to be behind the lens 

to enjoy walking the wooded trails of Old Car City, USA.  For a car junkie, it’s a bit like walking 

the Louvre, if that famous museum had left the Mona Lisa outside for 25 years. 

The business started back in 1931, when Dean’s parents opened a small general store in 
White, Georgia, a tiny town only formed a few years earlier. The Lewis’ added a scrapyard 
business to the store, and Dean says his childhood was spent playing with cars in that 
junkyard. His folks had moved out of the junk business by the time Dean got interested in 
taking over the property in the ‘70s, but there were still some ‘40s cars sitting around in the 
woods. Dean started buying cars from auctions and private parties and recycling yards. He 
expanded so much he had to buy more land to keep everything on. The area became a 
playground for Dean, his friends, his children, and his grandchildren. A creative group, they’d 
use scrap metal to build towers and airplanes and other oddities in and around the rusting 
frames of muscle cars and ‘50s classics. Eventually, the place became more of an art project 
than a working salvage yard, and that’s when Dean realized he could make more money 
charging admission like a theme park than parting out the displays.  

Like all good art, Old Car City is not without controversy. Collectors hoping to score a bargain 
leave the place grumbling and dissatisfied. “Everything is for sale,” Dean told us, “But only at a 
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price that makes it worth it for me. If I sell this, it’s gone. I don’t have it anymore. I can’t 
replace it.” The Internet seems split between people who think Dean owes something to the 
hobby to get these cars in the hands of people who will restore them, and those who think it’s 
cool just to be able to see a photogenic spot with so many incredible automobiles in one place. 
Patina hounds and Ruin Porn aficionados will have no complaints about the set-up.   

We aren’t here to tell you how to feel, so we’ll just tell you how we felt walking through the 
abandoned cars and moss-covered engine blocks. It’s incredibly peaceful, a little sad, and very 
inspiring. A thick layer of pine needles cushions the well-maintained trails, and the light filters 
down soft and green through the trees. We went on weekday and wandered for more than an 
hour without ever seeing another person, our only company the ghosts of the cars’ previous 
owners and a brightly feathered bird that watched us suspiciously from his perch on the 
exposed valve train of a lichened small-block Chrysler. Dean says he’s heard reports of the 
occasional bear sighting, but the scariest creature we spotted was a spider the size of the 
previously mentioned small block making a web in the interior of a late ‘60s station wagon.   

Old Car City is loosely divided by make, here a row of Fords and Mercurys, around the bend a 
clearing with AMCs and Chryslers, but you never know what you’ll find peeking out from a 
blanket of leaves, or tucked inside a weathered wooden lean-to. The variety is staggering, we 
saw special package options we had forgotten about—Hornet Sportabout, anyone? Gold 
Duster?—as well as high performance cars that we thought had all been restored by now—’68 
Super Bee? Olds 442?—it doesn’t even seem possible that these cars ever ended up in a 
junkyard.   

Most of the time, the patina and decay just highlighted the beauty of the car’s original design. 

Moss creeping over a taillight or ferns wrapping around a door handle draw the eye to styling 

elements in a way you might ignore if you were looking at a restored car. Every once in a while 

we did succumb to the sense of loss that seeing these cars rot away can inspire in the “Save 

the Whales” side of your brain. The sight of a 1970 Dodge Challenger, its egg-crate grille 

twisted around a small sapling, its wood-grained door panels crumbling into dust made us miss 

our own cars, and want to rush home and rebuild a 440 to get ours back on the road before it 

joins its sister in returning to the earth.  

Maybe that’s the real lesson that car lovers should take away from Dean’s place. You are lucky 

to have your project car, and it’s lucky to have you. Treat it well, don’t let it waste away in your 

garage waiting for someday. Get it running, get it out there. Do it for the lost cars of Old Car 

City.   
 



If you’re near White, Georgia (about 1.5 hours from Atlanta), don’t miss a chance to go 

through Old Car City for yourself. We recommend showing up with good walking shoes, a big 

memory card in your camera and a lot of bug spray. Old Car City is open Tuesday through 

Saturday, and costs $25 for admission. Don’t forget to check out Dean’s art gallery in the 

upstairs section of the museum. 

 

Source 

Old Car City USA 

Address: 
3098 Highway 411 Northeast 
White, GA 30184 

PO Box 480 
White, GA 30184 

P:770-382-6141 
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California Capitol Chapter Buick Club of 

America 

  SWAP MEET         

Sunday February 1, 2015 
SWAP OPENS 5:00 a.m. RAIN OR SHINE 

FREE ADMISSION TO THE PUBLIC 
WEB SITE – www.sacramentobuickclub.org 

 

COSUMNES RIVER COLLEGE 

  8401 Center Parkway    

Parking Lot E 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 
DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS: 

From Sacramento: Take Highway 99 south, take exit #289, right on Cosumnes River Blvd, left 

on Bruceville Road, right into Cosumnes east entrance, left to parking lot E. 

From Stockton: Take Highway 99 north, take exit 289 left on Cosumnes River Blvd. over 

freeway, left on Bruceville Road, right into Cosumnes east entrance, left to parking lot E. 

 

VENDORS ONLY: NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION 

Set Up Saturday, January 31, 2015 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

First come first served. “NO SWAPPING SATURDAY” 
1-10’x20’ stall equals one swap space - $15.00 for each swap space taken 

1-10’x20’ stall for “Cars for Sale” - $15.00 each 

Please move vehicles or trailers you do not plan on paying for to the public parking lot or 

you will be charged for space in the swap meet area. 

For information call: Larry Rael (916) 606-1103  Bob Hettinger (916) 358-9090 

Randy Wright (530) 677-1145 Wayne Lyndon (530) 269-3211 

  

 



 

 

2015 BCR Dues 

It is time to renew your dues for the Buick Club of the Redwoods. 

Dues are still only $15.00 for the 2015 calendar year. Please note you must be a current 
member of the Buick Club of America. 

Please send your payment payable to "Buick Club of the Redwoods" to: 

Buick Club of the Redwoods 

PO Box 1027 

Rohnert Park, CA 94927-1027 

Or for faster processing send payment directly to myself at: 

Rich Kahnberg 

Treasurer, BCR 

1185 Carr Ave 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

The password for the website will be changed on February 1, 2014, everyone with their dues 
current will be notified of the new password.   



Car Spotter 

Vehicles seen out and about 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Membership Profile ~ none  

We have no member profile this month.  We still have a few members that we haven’t had the 

opportunity to profile yet.  If you are on this short list, please consider letting us feature you 

and your car in this section.  It is a great way to let members get to know you a little better.   

 

 

 

 



         

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION    BCA#______________ Exp.____________ 
(Please Print) 

 
Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address___________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address(es) to receive Chapter Newsletter and Chapter event information  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:  Home________________Cell(s)_______________________Other________________ 
 
 
List any Buicks owned. Include year, model, body style and any nickname.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Other car club affiliations and vehicles   
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Optional: Birthday(s) or Anniversary _______________________________________________   
___ 
 
 
Please make your $15.00 membership check payable to: Buick Club of the Redwoods. 
Mail to:  Buick Club of the Redwoods, P.O. Box 1027, Rohnert Park, CA 94927-1027 
 

 ------------------------------------------Please do not write below this line------------------------------------ 
 
Date paid___________ Amount______Check #_____Date Club Patch Given____________ 
 
 
rev. 06/2012 

Buick Club of the Redwoods, a Chapter of the Buick Club of America, 

would like to extend an invitation to you to attend our next monthly meeting.  
We are a group of Buick owners and lovers, interested in the preservation and 
enjoyment of Buicks through the ages. 
  

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7 PM.  
 
We meet in one of the private rooms at Round Table Pizza 
located in the Safeway Shopping Center, 1791 Marlow Road, 
Santa Rosa, CA. (Corner of Marlow and Guerneville Roads). 



 

 

 



 Classifieds 

For Sale: We have a limited number of Buick Club of the Redwoods t-shirts and 

sweatshirts available for sale.  They are white with a full size club logo on the front.  T-

shirts are $15 and sweatshirts are $25.  Shop early for best selection.   

For Sale:  1933 LaSalle 345C Town Coupe.   

Beautiful rare classic matching numbers car. V8. All around good condition. Two tone 

navy & black paint, good headliner, original upholstery, chrome, & wood trim 

dash.  Tires like new.  Spoke wheels, side mounts. Built-in trunk, luggage rack.  Extra 

parts. Driven weekly.  Offered at $48,500.    

Ed Petersen, Sonoma. (707) 935-8979, e-mail: edncyn@att.net for additional photos or 

information.   

 

 

 

If anyone has anything to put in the classifieds, please email the info to 

buickclubredwoods@hotmail.com 
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“Never worry about criticism from the misinformed.” 

<Adolph Rupp> 


