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Founded 1998  

Meetings are held on the 2 nd  Wednesday night of every 

month at Round Table Pizza, 1791 Marlow Rd, in the 
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 (Corner of Marlow and Guerneville Roads.)   

Meetings start at 7 :00; social time starts at 6:30.  Stay after 
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Newsletter Editor s:  Keith Brumbley  and Rebecca Kisling   

              buickclubredwoods@hotmail.com  

mailto:keithb1964@hotmail.com
mailto:girlmetro@msn.com
mailto:1185home@prodigy.net
mailto:conniedee@aol.com
mailto:terenzio@sonic.net
mailto:buickclubredwoods@hotmail.com


The Nailhead News  

Directorôs Message ~ June  2013  

 

I am amazed at how one little thing like fixing a noisy muffler can really transform 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀ ŎŀǊ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ Ωрр {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

was replacing the exhaust system because it was pretty far gone. I had a local 

shop do the work and they did a great job replacing the exhaust manifold gasket 

and bending up the pipe for a stock setup. They had an original NOS muffler in 

stock so they put that on to complete the job. When I picked the car up it 

certainly sounded better than it did but It was still kind of loud but I thought that 

must be the way their supposed to be. After a couple of months of driving the car 

I thought there is just no way a stock Buick sounded this loud so last weekend I 

took the car back to have them look at it. Turned out the NOS muffler had broken 

baffles inside of it so they put a different one on and what a difference! Mabel 

runs and drives so much smoother and is so quite like a Buick is supposed to be.  

Keith Brumbley  

Director 

 



Minutes 6-12 -13 

Members present:  Keith Brumbley, David Yoast, Rebecca Kisling, Don is 

Brooner, Mike Lightell, Bill Costello, Terry Eggleston, Rich and April 

Kahnberg and Stan Sollid.      

Guests:  None.       

Treasurer:  Rich reported on the bank balance.     

Minutes:  Approved. 

Newsletter:   The newsletter is now available on our club website under 

Members Only.  Just enter the password and you can read and/or print it.   

If anyone has photos of outings, or would like to write an article for the 

newsletter, please email them to Keith and Rebecca.   

Website:  Always something new on the website, so take a minute to 

check it out.       

Check out the website for news on upcoming events.  

Terry reported itôs time to renew the clubôs domain and weebly accounts.  

Vote was passed to renew it for 2 years to save money.  Everyone was in 

favor, except Mike.  Terry will renew and give Rich the receipt.        

Merchandise:  We have club t-shirts available for $15 and sweatshirts for 

$25.     

Sold one pin.   

Old Business:   

Members reported on various car shows attended since the last meeting.  

Fredôs All American Old Car Day was attended by a good group of 

members: David and Rebecca, Keith, Jeff and Bruce, Terry, Ed and 

Cynthia, and Stan and Gail.   



Driven to Perfection, a new car show in Sebastopol, was attended by Keith, 

David and Rebecca and Mike.  Mike said he was in the cruise after the 

show and almost ran over some pedestrians.  His wheel cylinder blew and 

he couldnôt stop.  

The Knights of Columbus car show on Memorial Day was attended by 

Terry.  He took his 1953 Chevrolet pickup, Kaddywampus.  The show 

ended early due to rain.   

Peggy Sueôs car show was attended by Don and Lois with Brutus, their 57 

Buick.  Don said a modified car was in their stock class and won.  L  He 

said there were a few other Buicks at the show.  They stayed for the 

cruise, and Brutus did not overheat this time!  

The American Graffiti car show was attended by Mike, Bill and Avis, Bill and 

Keith.  Rebecca and David went to look.     

Rich is sending a $50 donation to the Marin History Museum.   

Don said Brutus, their 57 Roadmaster finally has the front end done.   

Rich will send out an email to members about the calendar project for 

2014.     

Please make sure to RSVP when you receive your evite to club events.  If 

for some reason you canôt respond on the evite site, please email your 

response to Rebecca at girlmetro@msn.com  A lot of effort is put into 

planning an outing (or two) for every month of the year, and we would 

appreciate your reply.   

New Business:     

Keith wants to work on Mabelôs radiator (his 1955 Buick).  Radiator shops 

suggested were Mervôs in Petaluma and Dutton Radiator in Santa Rosa.   

Don found out what was causing his windows to leak in Brutus.  The wrong 

size rubber was used during the restoration.  Reliable Glass will be 

replacing the rubber with the correct size.   

mailto:girlmetro@msn.com


Terry is going on a baseball trip to Atlanta and Miami.  He is on a quest to 

visit all the MBL stadiums.  After this trip, he will only have one left to visit!  

Stan reported that Ollie, his 1950 Plymouth, now has a new interior and 

the outside has been waxed.  Stan also said that Liz, his 1949 Buick is now 

3 inches lower.  Seems she never sat quite right and now thatôs been 

corrected.   

Due to Terryôs trip, he will not be able to attend the Juil liard Park show.  

We need photographers!  Please take pictures and email them to Rebecca 

for the newsletter and webpage.   

Bill asked about the club antenna flags.  Members who have been around a 

long time will remember these flags we used at car shows and cruise ins.  

Flags have our club logo on them and can be attached to your antenna.  

More flags can be ordered the next time we place a t -shirt order.   

Terry recently joined the Chevy club and was given a license plate frame.  

He suggested we get some with our club name on them.  Stan, who is also 

in the Chevy club, said the contact person is Gus St. Marie.  Apparently the 

Corvette club has a license plate topper with their logo on it.  Some 

members expressed interest in this idea.   

Bill is selling bbq tickets for the upcoming Penngrove Park car show.  

Contact Bill if youôd like to purchase some.  Tickets are $15 each.   

 

Upcoming Events:  

Club Outings:  

June 16th (Sunday) is the Fatherôs Day car show at Juilliard Park in Santa 

Rosa.  We will meet and drive in together and spend the day.   

July 13th (Saturday) is a BBQ at Jeff and Bruceôs home in Guerneville.  

Their deck overlooks the river and they will have reserved parking for us.   



September 8th (Sunday) is our club progressive dinner.  We will visit three 

membersô homes in Santa Rosa for appetizers, main course and dessert.   

October 12th (Saturday) is a trip to Sonoma.  We will visit Ed and Cynthia 

at their brand new home; take a trip to the Sonoma Airport to view the 

vintage aircraft and then lunch at a nearby re staurant.   

Car Shows:  

June 16th (Sunday) is the 19th Annual Fatherôs Day Show and Shine Car 

Show at Juilliard Park, Santa Rosa.  9 am ï 4 pm.  www.nceca.org 

July 17th-20th (Wednesday ï Saturday) is the BCA National Meet in South 

Bend, Indiana.  www.buickclub.org 

July 27th (Saturday) is the 3 rd Annual Hot Rods and Bar-B-Que car show at 

Penngrove Park, Penngrove.  10 am- 6 pm.  Open to 1974 and older.  Bar -

B- Que lunch tickets are $15 each.  For more info, contact John 707-981-

7765 or rossiracing@comcast.net 

August 3rd (Saturday) is the 5 th Annual California Automobile Museum Car 

Cruise and Show in Sacramento.  www.calautomueseum.org 

September 21st (Saturday) is the Billetproof Nor-Cal car show at the Contra 

Costa Fairgrounds in Antioch.  1964 and older.  www.billetproof.com  

July 23rd-26th, 2014  is the 42nd Annual BCA National Meet in Portland, 

Oregon.  www.buickclub.org 

Cruise Ins:   

Friday nights (May ïSeptember) 5-8 PM at Big Boys Buns and Burgers, 

Larkfield Shopping Center, Santa Rosa.  

2nd Saturday of the month (May-October) 2-5 PM at Straw Hat Pizza, 919 

Golf Course Dr, Rohnert Park. 

Last Sunday of the month (May - October) 12 Noon-3 PM at Fourth and 

Sea, 4th and C Streets, Petaluma.   

http://www.nceca.org/
http://www.buickclub.org/
mailto:rossiracing@comcast.net
http://www.calautomueseum.org/
http://www.billetproof.com/
http://www.buickclub.org/


Swap Meets:  

July 21st (Sunday) is the Corvette Club Swap Meet at the Vetôs parking lot, 

Santa Rosa.   

Adjourned :  7:53 PM. 

Raffle:  50/50 of $ 19 won by April.    

 

 

UPDATE #1  Buick Club of the Redwoods 2014 Calendar project 

 On June 30th I sent a message to all current Club members soliciting input on the 
calendar project. I would like your response to the message by July 30th so I can 
present the responses at the August Club meeting. 

Thanks,  

Rich Kahnberg 



BCR Outing June 2013 

CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŀǊ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ WǳƛƭƭƛŀǊŘ tŀǊƪ 

by Keith Brumbley 

 

We made our annual pilgrimage to Juilliard Park for the Fathers Day car show.  LǘΩǎ 

always a fun show in a beautiful park with lots of great cars to check out. We try 

to get there early so we can park our cars together and hopefully be under a 

shady tree, but if not we always have our EZ up tents to provide a little shelter 

and a place to hang our club banner. We had a great turn out of our members and 

a few visitors to share the day with us. Everybody brought some goodies to share 

ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ  L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƻƛǎΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Ωрт 

Buick all day, I think tƘŀǘ ŎŀǊ ŜǇƛǘƻƳƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

today are just drawn to it. All in all it was a great day in a beautiful setting so if 

ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

Photos by:  Stan Sollid, Keith Brumbley, Rebecca Kisling and Lois Brooner.   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Jimmie Vaughanôs 1963 Buick Riviera 
 

Brother of the famous Steve Ray Vaughn, James Lawrence òJimmieó 

Vaughan perfected the art of the six strings along with his brother 

and adhered to the blues genre of rock. The 1963 Buick Riviera is 

his prized possession which he has dubbed as òThe Deceiveró. 

The carõs iridescent lime- gold paint scheme burns your retinas 

every time  a glimmer of light reflects off it. Jimmy symbolizes the 

Buick to youthfulness and success, two important traits associated 

with a 59 year old musician.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The soul connection in Aquinnah 
Guitarist Arlen Roth collects his favorite instrument ς as well as vintage cars, toys, and 

memorabilia. 
 

BY NIKI PATTON 
From www.mvmagazine.com 

 
 

 

Travel down State Road on any given day and you might see the past driving by, in the shape of 
a 1951 Willys Jeepster, a 1956 pink and white Buick Century convertible, or a 1953 Hudson 
Hornet two-door coupe. The grinning man behind the wheel? Renowned guitarist and 
Aquinnah resident Arlen Roth. 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƻǾƛƴƎƭȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŀǳǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ-car stable, which in 
turn is only a part of a bigger picture ς a much bigger picture. 

As a musical performer, producer, songwriter, and composer for the past four decades, Arlen 
Roth is known not only for his dexterity as a solo guitar player who crosses musical genres with 
ease, but also as a collaborator who has performed and recorded with a long list of household-
name musicians, among them Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel (both in their duo and solo 
incarnations), Levon Helm, Don McLean, John Prine, Bob Dylan, Janis Ian, and Duane Eddy. 
Though he may not be a household name himself, he is a virtual legend in the guitar 
community, occupying a slot on the list of Vintage Guitar ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ ά¢ƻǇ млл LƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
DǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ 

hƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƴǘƻƭŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘǎΦ 
He first created the Hot Licks audio teaching series in the late мфтлǎ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΩулǎΣ ōŀŎƪ 
ǿƘŜƴ ±I{ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǘ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ōŜƎŀƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ 
that featured Arlen and other expert players. These are still must-haves for guitarists trying to 
improve their playing, or working ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻǊ άƭƛŎƪΦέ !ǊƭŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜȄǘŜǊƛǘȅ 
with the printed page ς as a music columnist and author of several instructional guitar books. 
As a teacher, he might be called the man who has launched ten thousand guitar players. 

.ǳǘ ƛŦ άaǳǎƛŎέ ƛǎ !ǊƭŜƴ wƻǘƘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ά/έ ŦƻǊ 
collector. His passion for the music he loves is apparent, and that passion easily crosses over to 
the vintage objects he collects. Climb the stairs to the top floor of his garage- converted-to-
virtual-museum and you may be overwhelmed at the amazing array of objects before you ς 
ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ƻƭŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 

http://www.mvmagazine.com/


{ƛƴŎŜ !ǊƭŜƴ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ άƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘΣέ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘat a large section of the room 
is claimed by vintage guitars of every type, style, and era. Among the instruments stands a pair 
of boots in blazing red and black and a matching Telecaster-style electric guitar with its 
distinctive cutaway shape. The boots ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΩǎ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀƴŘŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƻƴȅ 
Murga, a California bootmaker and musician who has recently designed a limited-edition line of 
Arlen Rothςautographed leather guitars. 

.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎΣ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎǇƛƭƭǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘaries of guitars and extends 
into several other worlds. Not far from the guitars is a Kendall Motor Oil wall clock that looks as 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƛǊŎŀ мфпрΣ !ƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ ¦{!Φ ! ²ǳǊƭƛǘȊŜǊ ƧǳƪŜōƻȄ 
from the same period sits below it ς still eagerly awaiting nickels (dimes or quarters for multiple 
plays!). Several antique toy cars and buses are artfully arranged in glass display cases. Neon 
signs on the walls and in corners cast a glow into the room. And of course, there are the 
aforementioned cars, housed downstairs, in the garage part of the garage. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ L ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊƻƻǘǎΣέ !ǊƭŜƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŜ ŀ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭl 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ L ƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ IŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ƴŜƻƴ .ǳƛŎƪ ǎƛƎƴ ŀōƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ƘŜŀŘΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ƴŜƻƴ ǎƛƎƴ ς because of the way it was built in 1923 ς it was something made to last 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƭΦέ 

bƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅΣ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ Ŏƻƭlecting roots started with guitars, under the encouraging eye of his 
father, The New Yorker cartoonist Al Ross, also a collector. (The last names differ because Roth 
{ŜƴƛƻǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǳǊ ŦŀƳŜŘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴƛǎǘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƻǎŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƴ ƴŀƳŜǎΦύ άaȅ Ŧŀther 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ aŀƴƘŀǘǘŀƴΣέ !ǊƭŜƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά!ƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƛƳΦ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ [Ŝǎ tŀǳƭ ƎǳƛǘŀǊǎΦΩέ  

Four decades later, Arlen still owns the first guitar he bought. Numerous others that have been 
added span 130 years of guitar history and include a nineteenth-century Martin guitar that he 
purchased in the seventies from the original owner, Iago Galdston, ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 
ninety-ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ǎ !ǊƭŜƴ ǎŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΣ aǊΦ 
DŀƭŘǎǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ άLǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ 
playing in this house in sixty-ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

Though some might not see the connection, the relationship between a 1880s vintage guitar 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǘƻȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΦ IŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƭŜŜƪΣ ǎƛƭǾŜǊΣ 
torpedo-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƎƭŀǎǎΥ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΥ ŀ {ƛƭver Bullet by Buffalo Toys 
from the 1920s. You pull a long tab in the back and it shoots forward.  Antique toys have such 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƻȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
or an old Martin guitar or a 1940 ΨǿƻƻŘȅΩ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 



IŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ мфпл ǿƻƻŘȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀƎƻƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎΦ 
ά{ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ/ƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΦΩέ IŜ 
ƭŀǳƎƘǎΦ άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦέ 

The garage is a vision in pink ς as well as yellow, blue, green, and the other eye-candy colors of 
the cars housed there. The garage interior is painted in bright pastel green, giving the place the 
overall effect of a large-car toy store ς which is probably right. The walls are covered with car 
manufacturer plaques, license plates, and more neon signs. There is also a large number of 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά¢ƘŜ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜǎΣέ ά¢ƘŜ hǳǘƭŀǿǎΣέ and 
ά{ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΦέ !ǊƭŜƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ άŘǊŀƎƎŜǊǎέ ς plaques, designed back in the 
forties through the sixties for hot-rod clubs, that were strung from the back of cars so that they 
dragged along the ground as the drivers blazed by awed spectators.  

Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǊǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ƘŀǾŜΚ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΦέ IŜ ǇŀǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘΦ ά¢Ŝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ functional. Two have to be 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΦέ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳs question comes to mind. How 
ŘƻŜǎ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜΚ άLǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
moves me? What mood am I in? Is it a hot sunny day? Then I might drive a convertible. What 
Ŏŀƴ L ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΚέ  

!ƴŘ ƛŦ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƳƻƻŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻƻΦ ! ǉǳƛŎƪ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎ 
on a warm summer morning? The 1968 yellow Buick Skylark convertible sounds good. Picking 
up something at the hardware store that afternoon? The 1951 Mercury woody station wagon 
has space in the back. Spending the evening at a down-LǎƭŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΚ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
Ƙƛǎ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǊέ ŎŀǊΣ ŀ нллл WŜŜǇ /ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ άaƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
metal for some of the older cars. And I also have to make sure the windshield wipers are 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦέ  

All told, Arlen might drive two or three different cars in a day. How does he fare with the rising 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƎŀǎΚ άCƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ L Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǊΦ .ǳǘ 
believe it or not, those old V-8 engines get good mileage. My 1954 Buick Century gets twenty-
ŦƻǳǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀ ƎŀƭƭƻƴΗέ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎΥ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ς that 
1940 woody ς a wooden-body station wagon manufactured in the first year that Buick came 
out with a station wagon model.  

CƛŦǘȅ ȅŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
minimalist, with a spacious layout that lets in ample light. He lives here with his wife, Maria, a 
Reiki master from Rio de Janeiro, who was on her way to Switzerland three years ago to set up 
a Reiki clinic when she detoured to the Vineyard to see her daughter. While here, she attended 
the Vineyard party where she met Arlen, and the detour became a new road in her life. 
(Eventually her Swiss clinic plans also relocated ς to New York City.) 

How does she feel about a man who feels strongly enough about his collection to devote a 
building to it?  



Maria, a diminutive woman who has the expansive nature often found in Latin temperaments, 
nods her head and makes a sweeping and enthusiastic gesture across the room with her hand. 
άLŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ ŀƭǎƻΦέ 

5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ [ŜȄƛŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ !ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ 
career doesnΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ /ŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƻǘƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ, she now has her own musical 
résumé, one that includes touring, recording, and a forthcoming album. Lexie performs with 
ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƎƛƎΦ {ƘŜΩƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ 5ŀŘ ƻǊ ǾƛŎŜ ǾŜǊǎŀΣ and then 
ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ  

As Arlen sits in his living room, playing one of his many guitars, he is focused, at ease, and 
excited all at once. That combination seems particularly productive for him, no matter where 
he is placing his interest at any given moment. His newly released album, ¢ƻƻƭƛƴΩ !ǊƻǳƴŘ 
Woodstock: Featuring Levon Helm, has risen to the upper ranks of the Americana and Billboard 
Blues charts. Two new albums are on the horizon, with Arlen covering material by Dylan and by 
Simon aƴŘ DŀǊŦǳƴƪŜƭΦ ό{ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ά[ŀȅƭŀέ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ /ƭŀǇǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎƻǳǎǘƛŎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦύ 
Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
video guitar lessons under the Gibson Guitar umbrella, with a daily broadcast on the Gibson 
website. He continues teaching, in New York and on-Island. (Of course, we have our share of 
the wealthy, erudite, and celebrated ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ !ǊƭŜƴ wƻǘƘ ƛǎ άƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
ƻǿƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘ ƻƴ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΦύ !ǎ Ŧƻr his collectibles, he is always on the prowl ς 
yearning to find another vintage or antique hidden treasure to add to his ever-expanding 
collection ς whether it be a car, guitar, toy, neon signor any number of etceteras. 

Underlying it all seems to be ArlenΩǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ άǎƻǳƭΣέ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǾŀŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
the music to which he has devoted his life: blues, country, folk, and rock ς music that defines 
the soulful roots of America. It applies ultimately to Arlen himself, who in a world of fifteen-
minute fame and disposable everything, truly values and works to preserve the American soul 
that remains.   

 



 

!ǊƭŜƴΩǎ ǘǳǊǉǳƻƛǎŜ мфрп .ǳƛŎƪ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ !ǊƭŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
up; his most recent acquisition is a yellow 1968 Buick Skylark convertible; and the oldest car in 
his collection is a tan 1936 Buick Special. 

 

 

A leather Telecaster-style guitar and matching boots sit beside a 1956 Seeburg jukebox Arlen says is 

prized as the first stereo and first 200-selection jukebox. 



 

ά!ƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǘƻȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣέ !ǊƭŜƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƻȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ 

ƻƭŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ ƎǳƛǘŀǊ ƻǊ ŀ мфпл ΨǿƻƻŘȅΩ ŎŀǊΦέ 

 

 

Arlen Roth sits among his guitars and collectibles at his home in Aquinnah, with his wife Maria, 
on left holding Pepe, and his daughter Lexie. 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


