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The Nailhead News  

Directorôs Message ~ February  2013  

 

We had our club outing last month to the old Hamilton Air Force Base in Novato 

and boy has it changed since the last time I was there. When I was little my dad 

was in the military over seas and we lived in Petaluma so the nearest base that we 

could use for going to the Commissary or Post Exchange was Hamilton.  I 

remember that I got really sick with pneumonia and croup so they admitted me to 

the military hospital at Hamilton.  I was very young and all I remember was being 

in an oxygen tent and being fascinated by the military jets landing and taking off 

nearby. Another thing I remember is my Mom bringing me a new Matchbox car 

every time she would come to visit me (which was awesome!); I think this is 

where my love of all things automotive and aviation springs from or maybe I was 

just delirious from fever.  Anyway, its was nice to go back and see some of the old 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ I remember those many 

years ago.   

Keith Brumbley  

Director 

 

 



Minutes 1-9-13 

Members present:  Keith Brumbley, David Yoast, Rebecca Kisling, Bill 

Costello, Don and Lois Brooner, Mike Lightell, Rich and April Kahnberg, 

Wayne Metz and Terry Eggleston.    

Guests:  Gene and Linda Perrin of El Sobrante who own a 1955 Buick 

Century 2 door hardtop and a 2002 Buick Rendezvous.  Gene and Linda 

joined at the end of the meeting.   

Treasurer:  Rich reported on the bank balance. 

Minutes:  Approved. 

Newsletter:   The newsletter is now available on our club website under 

Members Only.  Just enter the password and you can read and/or print it.   

If anyone has photos of outings, or would like to write an article for the 

newsletter, please email them to Keith and Rebecca.   

Mike Lightell pointed out a typo in the last new sletter.  Seems we wrote 

2012, instead of 2013 when discussing the Ryde Hotel brunch.  Probably 

everyone knew what we meant, but if not this will clarify it.   

Website:  Always something new on the website, so take a minute to 

check it out.       

Gene Perrin found out about us from our website!  It ôs working!  J    

Merchandise:  We have club t-shirts available for $15 and sweatshirts for 

$25.     

We had to return a check for an earring order.  We are no longer able to 

sell earrings, as we cannot get the materials to convert the pins to 

earrings.   

Old Business:   



The Capitol Chapter is making a trip to the delta.  They plan on having 

brunch at the Ryde Hotel on Sunday, March 3rd.  They also plan to visit 

Scribnerôs Winery.  If any members are interested in joining them, please 

contact their Activities Director, Baxter Culver 916-482-0474.  They will 

need your head count for reservations, so please donôt delay if you intend 

to go.  Rich and April are planning on going, so maybe you can caravan 

with them.   

Wayne reported that the body shop where heôs having his Riviera worked 

on is closing on Friday.  Heôs been going in every day to make sure his car 

will be done by then.   

Wayne gave us an update on our March 16th tour.  We will start at M etz 

Mets in Antioch and see some of Wayneôs cars.  Then we will head next 

door to his neighbor Lucky 7, who does custom cars.  We will end up in 

Martinez at a private car collection.  You will receive an evite with more 

info.    

Please make sure to RSVP when you receive your evite to club events.  If 

for some reason you canôt respond on the evite site, please email your 

response to Rebecca at girlmetro@msn.com  A lot of effort is put into 

planning an outing for every month of the year, and we would appreciate 

your reply.   

New Business:     

The Capitol Chapter swap meet will be held at a new location, Cosumnes 

River College in Sacramento.  It was moved to provide better parking.  The 

date is Sunday, February 3rd.   

Rich reported that he is getting the speedometer repaired i n Olivia, their 

1963 Riviera.  He sent it out to the Midwest and is waiting for it to be 

returned.   

mailto:girlmetro@msn.com


Mike reported that the applications for the American Graffiti car show in 

Petaluma will be available online the beginning of February.  This show fills 

up quickly, so if you are interested, send you application in ASAP. 

Bill reported that the steering wheel in his 1954 Oldsmobile was cracked.  

He wanted to spray paint it after filling it with JB Weld or bondo.  He 

purchased a spray bottle for paint at Holley ôs Paint on Santa Rosa Ave.  He 

will let us know  how the project goes.   

Wayne reported he got a pen and ink drawing of one of his vehicles by an 

artist in New Mexico.  It normally costs $150, but  Wayne can get us a price 

of $40.  He will get more info for us on this.   

Bill and Joan are headed off to vacation in Palm Springs, CA and Yuma, AZ 

for 6 weeks in their motor home.   

It was reported that Chicoôs chrome shop closed in October.   

Don said heôs having a problem with his doors leaking.  He has new rubber, 

but needs someone to install it.  Keith suggested Van Koonse Auto Glass 

on Piner Rd.   

Gene said there is a website www.hotrodonline.com that has pictures from 

car shows all over the country.  It ôs free to sign up.   

Wayne asked if anyone would be interested in a demonstration of Adamôs 

Polish in June or September.  Wayne uses these products and loves them.  

Rich, Terry, Bill and Keith all expressed interest.  Wayne will follow up.  

Our club outing for January will be a trip to the Hamilton Field History 

Museum in Novato, followed by a meal somewhere.  Details will follow via 

evite.   

Upcoming  Events:  

Club Outings:  

http://www.hotrodonline.com/


January 26th (Saturday) is our club outing to the Hamilton Field History 

Museum in Novato.  Check your evite for details.   

February 24th (Sunday) is our club outing to SRJC Planetarium, followed by 

lunch.  Check your evite for more details.   

March 16th (Saturday) is our club outing to Metz Mets in Antioch and their 

neighbor Lucky 7 custom shop, a private car collection in Martinez and to 

finish, a bbq at Gene and Linda Perrinôs home in El Sobrante.   

June 16th (Sunday) is the Fatherôs Day car show at Juilliard Park in Santa 

Rosa.  We will meet and drive in together and spend the day.   

Car Shows:  

July 17th-20th is the BCA National Meet in South Bend, Indiana.  

www.buickclub.org 

July 23rd-26th, 2014  is the 42nd Annual BCA National Meet in Portland, 

Oregon.  www.buickclub.org 

Cruise Ins:   

Swap Meets:  

February 3rd (Sunday) is the Capitol Chapter Swap Meet at Cosumnes River 

College in Sacramento.  Note the new location.   

Adjourned :  7:45 PM. 

Raffle:  50/50 of $ 18 won by Rebecca.    

 

http://www.buickclub.org/
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BCR Outing January 2013 

by Keith Brumbley 

 

Our club outing was to the Hamilton Field History Museum at the former historic 

Hamilton Air Force Base in Novato. The military left this base long ago and it has 

been transformed into lots of housing and amazingly the main airplane hangers 

are now office buildings. We visited a small museum housed in what used to be 

the fire station for the base.  We saw a very interesting video that told the history 

of the base and saw lots of artifacts from its military days.  We had a nice group of 

members join us with our newest being Gene and Linda who brought out their 

beautiful 1955 Buick Century. After taking some pictures in front of the Officers 

Club we were off to the Novato MaryΩs for a late lunch.  We all enjoyed a great 

meal and a nice visit with all of our Buick friends. 

Photos by Terry Eggleston, Keith Brumbley and Dan Gilman 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

This is what the fire house looked like circa 1935.   

 

This is it now. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



Vintage License Plates  

From www.collectorsweekly.com  

The movement for requiring official license plates picked up steam in the 

United States around the turn of the 20th century, when newspapers began 

reporting on the numerous injuries caused by reckless motorists. As city and 

state g overnments began implementing more rules and regulations, 

including speed limits, they needed a way to keep track of motorists and 

ensure compliance. Thus, New York became the first state to require license 

plates in 1901.  

The first license plates were mad e not by governments but by car owners 

out of metal, wood, or leather; sometimes, owners wrote the numbers 

directly on the vehicle. But as cars became more prevalent, governments 

saw the potential of official license plates as a useful revenue stream. 

Moto rists often resisted these changes: Owning a car was a sign of high 

social status and wealth, but license plates threatened to make their prized 

cars look more like taxis.  

Since porcelain sign  production methods were already relatively efficient and 
streamlined, this technique was a natural choice for license plates. Stamped 

metal plates were just around the corner, but porcelain remained popular 
until about 1916. Porcelain plates were usually made of iron or ceramic and 

covered with porcelain enamel.  

In 1903, Massachusetts became the first state to issue official porcelain 

license plates. The very first was issued to Frederick Tudor and bore the 

number ñ1.ò As the license numbers grew, Massachusetts plates became 

wider to accommodate the extra digits. Unlike later Massachusetts plates, 

these were undated.  

Philadelphia produced the first dated porcelain license plate later that same 

year. By 1909, porcelain plates had spread throughout the Northe ast and 

were slowly moving south and west, with 12 states and 20 cities and 

counties issuing official porcelain plates. In 1910, Michigan introduced the 

first non -passenger porcelain plates; these plates were for motorcycles and 

motorcycle manufacturers. B y 1916, however, all but six states issuing 

http://www.collectorsweekly.com/
http://www.collectorsweekly.com/signs/porcelain


porcelain plates had switched to embossed metal. New Mexico was the last 

holdout, producing porcelain plates until 1923.  

As metal plates took hold, license plates began changing gradually. In 1928, 

Idaho became t he first state to issue a license plate with a graphic (the 

potato). Pennsylvania made the first custom or vanity plates in 1931.  

During World War II, the number of plates printed dropped dramatically in most 

states, as the metal was needed for the war eff ort. Some states even collected 

plates and melted them down, which has thinned the numbers of surviving plates 

from the period.  

In 1948, Connecticut introduced reflective license plates using a technique 

popularized in Mexico more than 10 years earlier ðthe  embossed numbers were 

coated with ink containing reflective beads. This gave the license plates improved 

visibility, especially at night. In the 1960s  and ô70s, most states switched to a 

reflective sheet ing invented by 3M.  

 

 

 

A leather license plate off a 1907 Model T 

http://www.collectorsweekly.com/1960s


 

Leather License plate from Ohio 1907 

 

 

Leather plate from Nebraska 

 

 

 

Porcelain license plate  

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=porcelain+license+plates+1907&hl=en&tbo=d&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&biw=940&bih=559&tbm=isch&tbnid=WnVK-hsKXbdXMM:&imgrefurl=http://www.alpca.org/news.stolen.html&docid=0DWjfltKN6IeoM&imgurl=http://www.alpca.org/images/st_oh34_big.jpg&w=448&h=214&ei=W3cZUbT5AYOnigK3ooAw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=568&vpy=177&dur=8484&hovh=155&hovw=325&tx=189&ty=95&sig=117302624648524613588&page=5&tbnh=131&tbnw=247&start=60&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:75,s:0,i:311
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Buick's Coat 

The Tri-Shield is more than just an emblem 
 

 

 

 



 

Feature Article from Hemmings Motor News  
April, 2008 - Matthew Litwin 

It's one of those images in our society that isn't so much a pop-culture item, but 

rather something that everyone can identify. See a Tri-Shield, it's a Buick, and it has 

been that way forever, it seems. Unlike the design element of the VentiPort, phased 

out in earnest in the late 1970s, the Tri-Shield has held its ground against the 

chopping block--well, except for that brief period of time when the Skyhawk was 

reaching for a new buying market. But how many know of the origin of the Tri -

Shield, or of its evolution through the 20th century?  

The shield, first introduced on 1937 models, is the ancestral arms (or family armor) 

of company founder David Dunbar Buick, born in Arbroath, Scotland; the original 

spelling of his last name was Buik. Though no actual representation of the original 

crest has been found, company officials turned to a description in the Burke book of 

heraldry from 1851. The passage reads as follows: "Gu. A bend chequy, ar. and az. 

Detw. A Buck's head erazed in chief, and cross couped and pierced, or, in base."  

The first sentence describes the background features of the now-famous shield. The 

red field is derived from "Gu," while the bend reference is for a diagonal running 

from the upper left corner to the lower right. Next up is " ar.," the color silver, and 

"az." translates to azure, which is the color of the checks on the bend (blue).  

The second sentence, part one: Buck's head is exactly that, "erazed" means jagged 

edge of neck, and "chief" means placed in the upper right corner. The second 

sentence mentions the cross: "or" (gold was to be the intended cross color), "pierced" 

in the center with the red field showing behind, to be placed in the lower left corner.  

From 1937 to 1941, the shield was in a slender, elongated form--vertically--placed 

between the grilles. With the grille redesigned in 1942, so too was the shield. A more 

conventional shield shape that continued, with minor trim variations, through the 

1950 model year, replaced the slender silhouette. The single shield was again 

modified for the 1951-1953 models, this time elongated horizontally.  

The shield disappeared from public view in 1954; however, it was never far from the 

owner; designers placed elaborate variations in the center of the steering wheel. The 

rocker arm covers were also dressed with a shield decal. This is where the shield 

remained until 1959.  

http://www.hemmings.com/search_content/?sort=display_date_desc&bylineFacet=Matthew%20Litwin


Along with the introduction of new model names, the single shield became the more 

familiar Tri -Shield, encompassing most of the original Buick family crest elements 

into one design, but with red, silver and blue fields. It was also repositioned to the 

exterior of the car. During the late 1960s, '70s and '80s, location changes and 

deviation of the shield were as varied as the models they were bolted to. Regals built 

during the 1970s received single, blue field square shields in the form of stand-up 

hood ornaments, Rivieras sported a two-tone red/blue single shield on the steering 

wheel, the Electra 225 had a two-tone shield affixed to the leading edge of the 

massive hood, and the Le Sabre exhibited the same basic 1959 design.  

Today, the Tri-Shield is still bolted onto every Buick. For the most part, its history 

has been lost to time, and to the new, simplified design that first appeared in 1989: 

three nondescript shields with red, silver and blue fields--void of buck and cross, or 

no fields at all.  
This article originally appeared in the April, 2008 issue of Hemmings Motor News. 

 



Resurrecting a 1973 Buick Riviera 

By Wayne Metz 

This is an update on Coral, our 1973 Buick Riviera ñBoat tailò.  It was 
advertised on eBay as a rust free, solid, drive anywhere, California car.  
Driving Metropolitans most of the time, I wanted a bigger car that I could 
drive with all the nice amenities  a Buick offered, a good trouble free ride, in 
style, which the Riviera is, and in comfort, including air conditioning and a 
smooth ride, etc.   My request to the paint shop was that it be completed in 
time I could take it to the Riviera Show June 2012 in Monterey.   Keith, 
Rich and April, and David and Rebecca were going, and I wanted to tag 
along with them.     

 ñNo Problemò, said the owner of the shop.  ñThatôs more than 4 months 
away, the car appears to be in good shape, itôll be readyò, and I smiled 
that much bigger.  

Well, then comes the problems.  First, when they took off the vinyl top, 
some of the metal came off with the vinyl , revealing rust.   We worked 
through that hurdle  as we ultimately decided to apply fiberglass to seal and 
strengthen the roof.   Then it came time to paint the car.   I wanted it to be 
painted the original Buick color, Burnt Coral.  I called Rebecca to confirm 
the color code and that I was reading it correctly.   After the car was 
painted, I told the painter that the color didnôt look right;  it was a little too 
dark.  He said it would be ok after it was rubbed out.   Donôt worry about it. 

 The June Buick Riviera Show in Monterey has come and now gone. 

 As a little more time goes by, chrome started being put in place and the 
car was rubbed out.  Lo and behold, after the paint was rubbed out, the 
color didnôt change.  It still was more like Root Beer, and not the original 
Burnt Coral.  Uh oh!  Have the car repainted the correct color, or take it 
and like it as is? The root beer color looks very nice, but itôs still not Burnt 
Coral. 



 Now the next problem.    I am discussing the paint problem with the owner 
and it is not the color we agreed to. The owner, whom I have known and 
worked with for many years, tells me he is going out of bu siness, but he 
will finish my car.   Root Beer as a color is really starting to look good.  He 
lost his lease after 31 years at the same location.   

 So, now the car is at my shop and he is helping coordinate the finishing 
touches.  We still have to put the  glass in place, install window rubbers, 
put on the new vinyl top, and apply the pin stripping.  

I hope it will be completed by our March 16 th get together, we will see.  

The moral of the story, is be careful what you buy on EBAY, the items 
arenôt always what they are advertised to be.  Like the Buick slogan goes, 
ñWhen better automobiles are built, Buick will build them.ò  Sometimes, 
however, we have to help them out a  little bit.   

 

 

This is Coral, as we got her. 



 

Holes from rust under the vinyl top  

 

View of the roof after vinyl and rust removed.  Several holes from rust.   



 

Coral all taped up, chrome removed and ready to start prepara tion for primer and paint  

 

Primer and getting ready to paint  



 

 

Roof of car.  Vinyl and rust have been removed.  New fiberglass has been applied.   

 

In progress!  


